
SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Planning and New Communities Joint Portfolio Holders' meeting held 
on 

Monday, 28 July 2008 at 12.00 p.m. 
 
Portfolio Holders : Councillor Dr DR Bard – New Communities 

Councillor NIC Wright - Planning 
 
Scrutiny and Overview Committee 
monitors: 
 

Councillors Mrs VM Barrett, R Hall and 
Mrs BE Waters 

 

Opposition spokesmen 
 

Councillor Mrs PM Bear and JF Williams    

Officers in attendance for all or part of the 
meeting: 
 

Thomas Barrance (Growth Area Project Manager), 
Jonathan Dixon (Principal Planning Policy Officer 
(Transport)), Jane Green (Major Developments 
Manager), Gareth Jones (Corporate Manager, 
Planning & Sustainable Communities), Jane 
Lampshire (Sports Development Officer), Suzanne 
McBride (Corporate Manager - New Communities), 
Keith Miles (Planning Policy Manager), Glen 
Richardson (Head of Joint Urban Design Team), 
Jackie Sayers (Scrutiny Development Officer), Ian 
Senior (Democratic Services Officer) and Jane 
Thompson (Cultural Services Manager) 
 

 

Also in attendance Councillor Mrs EM Heazell  
 
 
1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest.  
  
2. OLYMPIC GAMES AND PARALYMPIC GAMES 2012 
 
 Because the Planning and New Communities Portfolio Holders’ meeting had twice been 

postponed, this report, considering the requirements for a Member to Champion the 
Olympic Games and Paralympic Games 2012 on behalf of South Cambridgeshire District 
Council, had already been considered by the Cabinet. 
 
The New Communities Portfolio Holder   
1. endorsed the appointment of Councillor Jaime Dipple as Olympic Champion.  
2. resolved that South Cambridgeshire District Council should take part in the 

ceremony whereby Beijing transfers to London the Olympic and Paralympic 
Games, by inviting the Imperial War Museum in Duxford to fly the handover flag,. 

  
3. CAMBRIDGE WATER COMPANY DRAFT WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT 

PLAN 
 
 The New Communities Portfolio Holder considered a report seeking his response to the 

Cambridge Water Company Draft Water Resources Management Plan (May 2008). 
 
The New Communities Portfolio Holder AGREED that South Cambridgeshire District 
Council should respond to the consultation on the Cambridge Water Company Draft Water 
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Resources Management Plan with the following points: 
 
1. anticipated residential development rates should reflect the East of England Plan 

requirements, and consider the impact of higher or lower rates from that point. 
 
2. the impact on water demand of forms of development other than residential should 

be considered and documented. In addition the water demand from construction 
should be considered. 

 
3. the risk to elements of supply, particularly from loss of time limited abstraction 

licences, should be documented appropriately.  
 
4. Water leakage is a key issue that must be addressed. 

  
4. ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW COMMUNITIES WORKING GROUP 
 
 The New Communities Portfolio Holder considered a report relating to the establishment 

of member working groups.   In the interests of accuracy, he agreed that paragraph 13 of 
the report should state, “…The Champion will be the central member in the delivery of the 
new community and will assist the Portfolio Holder…” 
 
The report proposed the establishment of two task and finish groups, one for Northstowe, 
considered to be urgent and with a clearly defined remit, and a second that would cover 
other development sites. The purpose of this second group was less obvious at this stage, 
and the Portfolio Holder stressed the importance of having clear terms of reference before 
formally approving its establishment. He noted that the Arbury Task and Finish group’s 
final report might contain recommendations that would be relevant to the determination of 
these terms of reference. The Portfolio Holder considered that member champions for 
specific sites were unlikely to provide added value beyond the input of the relevant local 
members and that it was unclear how they would interact with the member task and finish 
groups.  
 
The New Communities Portfolio Holder agreed to delete from paragraph 11 of the report 
reference to ‘scrutiny and oversight’. 
 
The New Communities Portfolio Holder  
 
(1) APPROVED, in principle, the creation of an ad-hoc Group to be chaired by him, to 

have a membership of non-Executive members selected on the basis of interest 
and locality (subject to all political group leaders agreeing to suspend the rules on 
proportionality), and to be tasked to review the work being undertaken by the 
Authority on an area or thematic basis. The New Communities Portfolio Holder 
would consider a further report on the detailed establishment of this Group at the 
next formal meeting. 

 
(2) AGREED that the draft terms of reference should reflect  the fact that the Group 

should not have decision-making powers, instead providing advice and guidance to 
the New Communities Portfolio Holder and Executive on such issues as  

o the level of Section 106 contributions being requested by the District 
Council prior to that information  being presented to the Planning 
Committee.  

o arrangements for the delivery of services by partnership or proxy 
o Agreement of the specifications of community facilities 
o Agreement of the community development plans for the new community 

prior to their adoption by the Executive 
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o matters of corporate interest 
and be finalised at the next New Communities Portfolio Holder meeting. 

 
(3) RESOLVED that a specific group be established for Northstowe, chaired by him, to 

have a membership of non-Executive members selected on the basis of interest 
and locality (subject to all political group leaders agreeing to suspend the rules on 
proportionality),  to review the Authority’s, and the local parish councils’ 
contribution to the development of the town, both by way of planning obligations 
and the application of corporate policy 

 
(4) INSTRUCTED officers to refine and finalise the operating method for the two 

Groups.  
  
5. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
 The Planning Portfolio Holder and New Communities Portfolio Holder agreed that the 

minutes of the Portfolio Holder for Growth and Sustainable Communities and Planning 
Services Portfolio Holders’ meeting held on 14 May 2008 were a correct record. 

  
6. FORWARD PLANS 
 
 The Planning and New Communities Portfolio Holders noted that there were no forward 

plans attached to the agenda.  Officers volunteered items for future plans and would be 
asked in due course to specify the dates of meetings at which those items for decision by 
the Portfolio Holders would be reported. 

  
7. ST DENIS CHURCH, EAST HATLEY 
 
 The Planning Portfolio Holder considered a report on the opportunity for the Council to 

take advantage of the offer of significant grant aid from English Heritage to continue the 
programme of repairs at St Denis Church, East Hatley. 
 
It was noted that the Ecology Officer did not object to the installation of a new floor at the 
church. 
  
The Planning Portfolio Holder AGREED to seek Cabinet approval for the expenditure of 
an additional £5,500 of district council money at St Denis Church, East Hatley, in order to 
secure £16,500 of grant aid from English Heritage. 

  
8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
 At the request of the Planning Policy Manager, the next meeting would be moved from 

Tuesday 9 September 2008 to a date at the end of September or beginning of October 
2008 yet to be determined. 

  

  
The Meeting ended at 12.50 p.m. 

 

 


